Using antimicrobial agents to manage periodontal diseases.
Periodontal diseases are bacterial infections and anti-microbials have been shown to be useful in their treatment and prevention. State-of-the-art treatment of refractory forms of destructive periodontal disease presently includes adjunctive use of systemic antibiotics directed to eliminating or suppressing pathogenic subgingival bacteria. Also, local application of antimicrobials by subgingival deposition or their use as irrigants during periodontal therapy are soon likely to be major components of anti-infective management of periodontal diseases. A new approach to anti-infective periodontal therapy combines ultrasonic surgical debridement with antimicrobial irrigation.